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Goals: to provide mentoring, educational, networking and performance opportunities 

which the can use as a springboard to connecting emerging female talent with the 

people and companies that can help to turn their musical ambitions into reality. 

 

In the pages to follow we’ll take you through visuals from the 2017 Season including 

the auditions, launch, workshops, concert and artist performance & development 

opportunities!   

Honey Jam Canada 

2017  Highlights! 
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We had a great season featuring artists from Ontario, Quebec, British Columbia and 

Nova Scotia and representing a diverse range of genres including pop, hip-hop, R&B, soul, dance, 

country and folk. 

What’s New? In 2017 we added the following new experiences for the artists: 

•  an opportunity to meet Grammy award winning recording artist/songwriter/actor LeToya Luckett, 

one of the original Destiny's Child Members, courtesy of Entertainment One and hosted by TD 

•. an opportunity to hear industry insights from rising star Jessie Reyez hosted by Dais 

•a presentation and tour of Google/Youtube offices  

•Spotify workshop hosted by Remix 

•presentation and tour of the Juno/MusicCounts offices  

•performances at the CNE  

•Performances at Nathan Phillips Square Canada 150 celebrations 

•Tickets to the Way Home Festival 

And our Alums are making moves in all areas of the industry, being featured at concerts and 

showcases, releasing EPs, being chosen for The Launch TV series, making names for themselves 

as choreographers nominated for an MTV award, as filmmakers recognized in Variety, as 

executives recognized by Billboard, working with Grammy-award winning artists, opening for 

platinum artists and more!  And our founder was invited to attend a speech by Michelle Obama and 

was also recognized in the book Canada 150 Women! 

Read all about our spectacular year! 

. 

  

 

  

 

2017 Year in Review 
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The Honey Jam live auditions took place at Toronto’s Revival Club Theatre. Auditions  

were also accepted online from across the country via video submissions.  

Auditions 
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Google/Youtube Tour 
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• Jet Lyse -  Today's google / YouTube visit was very much awesome. I learned a ton of new 

information, why it's important to expand my network and why collaborating with other you-tubers 

or artists is important. I believe it was a great experience and lots of useful information that I plan 

to use going further within my career. I really appreciate being given this opportunity. Thank - 

you!  

 

•Jana –Growing up with YouTube I've heard so many "tips" and "tricks" on how and what to do to 

get those fans/subscribers but it was kind of like walking in the dark, trying to follow advice that if 

it didn't lead to instant gratification would make me second guess if those people knew what they 

were talking about.  So, today was extremely eye opening. Andrew Lindsay made everything 

make sense and explained how and what to do to get the results I want. It's no longer a mystery. 

It's simple steps that need to be taken to make the algorithm work.And this time I know for sure 

that the person who shared that information with me knows exactly what they're talking about! 

 

• Karis I really enjoyed the Google visit. I found the presentation on optimizing YouTube very 

timely as that is exactly what I am currently seeking to do as an artist in order to increase social 

media engagement with my accounts. Now I will have a more informed, strategic and intentional 

approach towards the content I upload and how I maximize engagement on my YouTube 

channel.  I also really enjoyed the tour. I have never been in an office as advanced and modern 

as the Google/YouTube office and it was quite interesting to see just how artistic and innovative 

you can get even with architecture and office layout. Overall, I am very grateful for the 

opportunity and all the new knowledge I was able to garner.  

  

 

  

Google/Youtube Tour Feedback 
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Junos/Caras Office Presentation & Tour 
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•WILL– The visit/tour at the Juno office was super insightful. It's crazy because I didn't realize 

how complicated it could be applying for a Juno and how many potential categories there were. I 

had applied for a Juno about 6 years ago when I released my first song called "Remember", but I 

wasn't aware of the process because I had someone else do the application on my behalf. Now 

many years later being at their office feels so empowering and I'm definitely motivated by the 

experience! I'm currently working on my Ep that will fortunately fall into the deadline dates that 

I'm super excited to apply for Junos with!!  

 

•I'm going to take advantage of becoming a member of their Academy Deligate Program, not only 

for the perks and cheaper deals, but for the simple fact that I will be able to vote for a Juno 

nominee, which I think is extremely important. It helps shape or musically community; It's like 

voting for a Prime Minister or a President. I think it's amazing to get to be a part of helping to 

build or launch someone career because they essentially pave the way for new/old artists as 

well.  

 

I will also be apply for their Masterclass, which I had no idea exists. There's absolutely nothing to 

lose, but yet so much to gain from pertaining to are accepted. Honestly, this visit made me so 

much more motivated to be an artist and release more music knowing their are people and 

organizations out their wanting to help you and wanting you to succeed!  S/O to Ebonnie for 

continuously busting her tail and networking to keep providing us with all of these great 

opportunities! 

 

  

Juno/Caras Office Tour Feedback 
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Launch sponsored by TD & Artist Interview 

with Grammy Award Winner LeToya Luckett 

courtesy of Entertainment One 
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• Tasha Angela - Last night was truly amazing. I am still learning how to step outside of my comfort zone and having the 

opportunity listening to Letoya Luckett and ask her questions was a huge part of me stepping outside of myself and getting out of 

my own way as she said herself. I learned a lot from the interview because I found that she was a genuine person and went 

through difficult times but still came out strong so I definitely took from that. What resonated with me the most would have to be 

when she told me her experience with Mary J Blige and she told her that she was meant to be here. I truly was inspired by that 

because I struggle with that feeling of feeling like your not good enough and when she said that it changed how I viewed things 

and will continue to view things in my life. 

 

• Karis -  I learnt that growth and maturity is essential to remaining relevant and to excelling in the music industry. Growth was a 

recurring theme in Letoya's answers as she spoke about taking on more roles, coping with the Destiny's Child situation and her 

new project "Back 2 Life".I connected especially with her talking about taking on new roles. As an artist, one of my main goals has 

always been to learn as much of my craft and the roles connected with my craft as possible. I like being an independent artist as it 

helps me to explore so many areas of the industry so naturally, I love how even though Letoya works with a team, she doesn't 

allow her independence to be compromised. . It was all very engaging and a very well-executed interview. 

 

• Tyra - I learned a ridiculous amount of information, but it was more the feeling that Letoya left me that was empowering. Not only 

did she teach us by relaying her experiences in an honest and humble way, but she gave us advice and motivation that lifted us 

up and nurtured us as artists. Letoya reaffirmed that you need to respect yourself, and others will follow, in all realms of work in 

this industry. She told us never to settle for people who will take advantage of you, who don't listen, or who don't respect your 

vision but also your needs as an artist. She was so wonderfully open and honest in response to every question - that was truly the 

amazing part - the part that shows she is here to lift other women up. Such a humble, talented, beautiful soul! What resonated 

most with me were her lessons about working as the boss of your brand in the industry. Having been a solo artist for most of my 

time performing, I am learning how to direct those around me and work with people who can understand and respect my creative 

choices. This is also true of business and self-management aspects as well, as she cautioned us of the importance of doing your 

homework and making sure you know what you're getting into before your creative products are turned out. I also appreciate that 

she is a multi-faceted artist, and her "you CAN do it all" attitude towards endeavouring to pursue other creative paths; be it in 

acting, producing, directing, painting, editing... all of it! She taught me that you are truly capable and should not limit yourself to 

one box or type of creativity. Even some of her methods of songwriting resonated with me, such as jumping out of the shower to 

record a voice note of a song idea. I've definitely had a few of those moments. Her last words were so empowering and touching. I 

think overall, however, that it was her humour, open attitude, and honesty throughout the entire time that made the interview as 

amazing as it was. She's so bubbly, funny and engaging! Her personal anecdotes were really revealing of who she is, where she 

came from, and how she's continuing to build herself as an artist.  

 

 

. 

  

 

  

LeToya Luckett-  Interview Feedback 
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Workshop - The full day  of session featured panels on  

Producing, management, Social Media Management, songwriting 

http://www.facebook.com/photo.php?pid=2808737&id=654401084
http://www.facebook.com/photo.php?pid=2808737&id=654401084
http://www.facebook.com/photo.php?pid=2808737&id=654401084
http://www.facebook.com/photo.php?pid=2808737&id=654401084
http://www.facebook.com/photo.php?pid=2808737&id=654401084
http://www.facebook.com/photo.php?pid=2808737&id=654401084
http://www.facebook.com/photo.php?pid=2808737&id=654401084
http://www.facebook.com/photo.php?pid=2808737&id=654401084
http://www.facebook.com/photo.php?pid=2808737&id=654401084


2
0

1
0
 

 

•Raelene Bailey: 

•My favourite session was the Management segment with Laurie and Katrina; they were down to 

earth and to the point. I think one of the most pertinent questions an emerging artist may have is 

whether or not they need a manager. I appreciate the ladies for encouraging us to do as much as 

we can independently and to look into other alternatives (i.e.: consulting). I also appreciate them 

for reminding us that money doesn’t come right away and that a real manager knows that. Vivian 

leading the discussion was helpful because she was able to ask some of the questions a lot of us 

may not have thought to ask.  

 

•The first session with Julia was also one of the most important ones. Knowledge about our rights 

as musicians/singers is imperative. I learned about the different types of royalties that artists are 

entitled to (publishing, performance, etc). The second session with Alysha was laid back. I 

appreciated her openness and for making the session personal. I got an insight as to what the 

journey looks like for some artists in the industry.. The Media session with Eric and Kate 

encouraged me to establish an online presence. I learned that Go Daddy and WordPress are the 

go-tos for making a website.  I sincerely appreciate the opportunity to learn from professional 

women in the industry. What better way to empower young women than to a show them other 

empowered women. 

  

Workshop Feedback 
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•. Milla Sanchez My favourite session was the first session about copy right in music because i feel i learned 

the most.  I had great impressions for all the sessions because they gave me a lot of new and very important 

information that will be very helpful for me as a growing artist. I learned new info about copyright such as, it is 

very important to sign up with copyright organizations like Socan so that you can collect your royalties. I also 

learned new strategies around songwriting, and got to hear some amazing original songs from some of the 

girls. From the social media session I learned that it is crucial to be on top of putting out content for your 

fanbase. I got to hear a inspiring story from a guest that was presenting the production session and it made me 

want to get into producing my own songs. For the management part of the session, I got to introduce myself as 

an artist to the managers and was grateful enough to get some guidance towards my next steps in my career 

which was great! Overall I would give the entire workshop a 9/10. It would be cool to learn some planning 

strategies for future panels, to have some kind of timeline or plan that keeps you constantly working on 

bringing your career to the next level.  

 

•Alexandra Hawse : I enjoyed the songwriting session because, as a songwriter myself, it is always interesting 

to hear other people’s creative processes. It was helpful to hear some tips about working through writer’s block, 

something that plagues every single songwriter out there. I also enjoyed listening to the song critiques, and 

even getting a critique on one of my tracks. I learned that I still have so much to learn when it comes to 

songwriting, and that I can continue to improve by constantly practicing and getting feedback. I also enjoyed 

the management session, and I learned that you always have to have your own best interest in mind as a 

musician in today’s industry. I appreciated the managers answering our questions, and letting us know what 

they look for in artists, and what we should be looking for in a potential manager. We learned how to position 

ourselves in the industry so that a manager will want to represent us- it was very helpful as it seems that a 

getting manager on your team is a big stepping stone to having a successful career in the music industry.  

 

 

 

 

 

  

Workshop Feedback - 2 
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Concert  
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•Tasha Angela - For me was an overall amazing experience. I don't know where to begin because 

of all of the opportunities it has brought my way. The most beneficial part of the concert was 

performing in front of a large audience for the first time. As an artist you have to become 

comfortable with performing and I feel as though I have grown as an artist just by learning from my 

peers and of course our Honey Jam mama. On a scale of 1-10 I would rate the experience a 10. 

The best part was performing but also to see so many other beautiful and talented women express 

their artistry in their own unique way was refreshing. I had no challenges on the night of but prior I 

would say that having to step outside of my comfort zone is challenging for me but being around 

people who want the same thing you do makes you want to work harder for what you know deep 

down you can achieve. The only changes I would like to see are to have more events and always 

keep in touch ! I plan on continuing my music career by making a YouTube a channel with covers 

and writing to release an official album in 2018 as well as continuing to network and get myself out 

there more while hopefully finding place to perform more and meet more people in the industry. 

 

•Tyra Jutai  -I had several people approach me after the concert, and in the weeks following, as 

well as some members of my inner circle, which really surprised and delighted me. I have received 

radio interview, and performance opportunities so far from people who were in the audience 

watching and listening. I look forward to cultivating relationships with others who have approached 

me and whom I've approached since. It was honestly SO AWESOME. I can't say it enough, I 

thoroughly enjoyed every moment and am so blessed to have been a part of such a talented 

group of young women.  

 

 

 

  

 

  

Concert Feedback  
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A Conversation with Jessie Reyez 

Hosted by Dais 
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Esma 

•The session truly gave me hope, I feel so inspired today and positive. Jessie's story resonated 

with me so much I got so emotional, but it is as if we are living parallel lives, the struggle, hustle, 

hard work, years put in and then "Gatekeeper".  I had a similar experience and I have been 

working ever since to successfully reach my goals with my values in hand in order to show women 

that this sexist mentality is false.  I am also working to break down the sexism in my culture as an 

Arab woman. My family and I have received so much backlash about my profession because 

traditionally it is very wrong for a woman to pursue this career path. I know that I will be able to 

eventually help break down these barriers, soon enough, especially after seeing it done by Jessie.  

 

Jana 

•Jessie’s down to earth energy, humble approach to life, determination, faith and honesty is a 

lesson on it's own. So inspiring and refreshing to be around.  The hustle she talked about is 

something that resonated with every single artist in the room. She made my faith stronger when 

she said that we are all the same, she was 2 years ago where we are now and there is no reason 

that we can not be where she is now. Another thing she said was that the ideal producer for you 

will be found only through trial and error...don't get disappointed if it doesn't work out right 

away.  That for me was huge because I already worked with couple and got really discouraged. 

I'm extremely grateful for meeting her and hearing her methods of working and all the tips she 

gave us. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

  

Jessie Reyez Feedback  
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Post concert panel and mentor café - What Now?  
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WILL - From the discussion with a l l i e I learned that it is always important to stay true to yourself 

and your art because there's only one you with a unique story and you might be creating a new 

wave for others to follow. I also learnt, when you're ready for the next steps, it's important to have 

a publicist that can help elevate your career and put you on higher platforms such a magazine 

spreads, opening for bigger acts and different events, etc. The part that resonated with me the 

most was how a l l I e had mentioned that she used to be extremely shy, but when listening to her 

speak during the discussion you can see how she has progressed and overcome that shyness 

over the years from just hard work and opening up more proving to herself and others that this 

industry is the right place for her to be. It was awesome getting to meet Allie; I've always hard 

about her through previous artists or on social media, so finally getting to meet her and hear her 

story was great! 

•For the mentor cafe I was able to speak with 11 mentors and some of them I continued to talked 

to even after the Mentor Cafe session was over.  Each one tackled a different field and from that I 

furthered my knowledge of grant writing, producing, management, music legalities, event/show 

bookings, publication, radio play, songwriting, social media, etc. As a new independent artist it was 

amazing to get the chance to sit in a room of people that have not only perfected their craft, but 

who can help guide and tell you how to go about succeed in your own. I have started to build a 

relationship with them on how to better myself and my art.   

Honestly, this was probably one of my favourite Honey Jam events! All of the events are very 

informative and helpful, but I feel like this is the one that artists really need the most and the 

amount of great contacts you can make in such a short time to help develop your career is 

amazing. I'm forever grateful!!! 
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Canada 150 Performance @ 

Nathan Phillip’s Square 
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TD Union Performance 
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CNE Performance 
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Press 1  
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Press 2  
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Jenna Bennett won a trip to Barbados to perform, attend  

work-shops, network with other artists & experience the 

island 
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Artist Opportunity – Divine Lightbody 

was the recipient of over $6,500 of Yamaha 

Equipment for her home studio 
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Artist Opportunity – Raelene Bailey received Slaight 

Music demo sessions and Jet Lyse received a spot in 
Canada’s Music Incubator Artist Entrepreneur Program 
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Educational Opportunities – over 30 of 

our artists past & present were able to 

attend the  OVO Summit 
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Educational Opportunities – Spotify Workshop 
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Alumni News – our alums are on 

the move!  
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Alumni News – our alums are on 

the move!  
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ALUM NEWS  Fridaee, who won the “Get me to Barbados” trip in 2016, met Grammy award  

winning songwriter Angela Hunte on that trip who penned the Jay-Z/Alicia Keys hit  

“Empire State of Mind”. This year Angela flew her down to Miami to work with her! 
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ALUM NEWS Stella Meghie, Writer/Director/Producer is making her mark in Hollywood and was 

named this year as one of Variety’s 10 Canadians to watch! Her directorial debut and premiered at 

both SXSW and the Toronto Film Festival, scoring Meghie a 2017 Film Independent Spirit Award 

nomination for first screenplay. For a followup, Meghie signed on to direct the MGM/Warner Bros. 

adaptation of Nicola Yoon’s best-selling love story “Everything, Everything” and is now writing 

another feature and developing television projects.  
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Alum Jae Blaze has established a reputation as one of North America’s  

premier choreographers and has worked with Rihanna, Nicki Minaj, Kanye 

West, Kelly Rowland, Teyana Taylor, Black Eyed Peas, Sean Paul, Maria Carey,  

Kelly Clarkson, Whitney Houston, Jordin Sparks, Akon, R. Kelly, Fergie,  

Nelly Furtado, the Oscars, X-Factor, American Music Awards, So You Think you Can 

Dance, BET Awards and more!  In 2017 she won an MTV Video award for 

Best Choreography! 
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Alum News Erika Savage was named by Billboard as one of 5 top women executives  

on the rise!  She said  “Thank you to Interscope for allowing me to do what I love.  I am 

especially grateful to Honey Jam Canada for creating a platform over 20 years  

ago that allowed me to feel I could actually be a woman in music. Thank you for  

all you continue to do to motivate and support young women.” 
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The work of Honey Jam was recognized when producer Ebonnie Rowe was invited to hear Michelle  Obama  speak 

about The Economics of  Equality: Advancing Women & Girls to Change the World. The organizers of the event, the 

Economic Club of Canada, wanted to ensure that women who contributed significantly to the development of women 

and girls were included as guests.  Ebonnie was also honoured with a feature in the  book "Canada 150 Women, 

featuring women from different cultures and backgrounds including politicians, scientists, space-walkers, olympians, 

artists and more. Authored by Paulina Cameron, Canadian Prime Minister Trudeau was presented with copies as 

were hundreds of young girls.roa 

 

http://www.facebook.com/photo.php?pid=2808737&id=654401084
http://www.facebook.com/photo.php?pid=2808737&id=654401084
http://www.facebook.com/photo.php?pid=2808737&id=654401084


2
0

1
0
 

2017 Sponsors  

 

For more information Contact:  Ebonnie Rowe 

honeyjaminfo@gmail.com   www.honeyjam.com  / twitter & Instagram: @thehoneyjam 
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