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Honey Jam Canada 

2021Highlights!
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Buoyed by the success of our 25 th anniversary year in 2020, 
and experienced now in navigating how to produce safe in 
person events during the pandemic, we headed into our 
2021 with anticipation and determination to persevere 
whatever the challenges - and there were many ðespecially 
with the constantly changing protocols, but we werenõt 
going to  give up or let the artists down when they needed 
us most.

We invite you to scroll through the pages below to see the 
highlights of our 2021 season and also to see how our 
alumni continue to thrive and astonish us with the great 
career milestones they are achieving.

Weõre proud of all we and they were able to accomplish, and 
so thankful for all of our sponsors and supporters whoõve 
remained steadfastly by our side.
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We held both in person and online auditions for the 2021 cohort ïthe artists 

were ecstatic that the programme was going to be continuing and we saw 

some amazing talent!
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At our launch we announced the   artists who made it through the auditions and would be a 

part of the 2021 season hailing from across Canada ïOntario, Quebec, Calgary, New 

Brunswick, Vancouver, even the Yukon!  Universal recording artists The Command Sisters, 

Warner Musicôs Chantilly Post, and our host CBCôs Angelene Tetteh-Wayhoe, spoke about 

the music industry, congratulated and gave encouraging words to the artists.
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Doc McKinney101 before Covid, with the assistance of the Consulate General of 

Canada in Los Angeles, we were able to give an artist the opportunity to attend Grammy 

Week!  Along with the Award Ceremony, we visit the offices of Warner Chappell Music, 

attended a tribute to Women in Music, a SOCAN event and the artist, BlueWill, was also 

able to work with some producers.  Definitely one of those òbucket listó experiences!
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Doc McKinney Attendee Feedback

ωL ƘŀǾŜƴΩǘ ōŜŜƴ ƛƴ ŀ ǎǘǳŘƛƻ ƛƴ ǉǳƛǘŜ ŀ ǿƘƛƭŜ ŀƴŘ ƛǘ ǿŀǎ ŀǿŜǎƻƳŜ ǘƻ ōŜ ōŀŎƪ ƛƴ ƻƴŜ ǘƘŀǘ Ƙŀǎ ǎƻ ƳǳŎƘ ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅΦI learned a lot fromthis event, 
particularly about finding a producer that will allow to maintain your artist integrity.This was my #1 favorite out of all of the events so far. It 
was just so raw and real and personal. 

ω¢ƘŜ ōŜǎǘ ǇŀǊǘ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜǎŜ ŜǾŜƴǘǎ ŀǊŜ ƎŜǘǘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ŎƻƴƴŜŎǘ ŀƴŘ ƳŜŜǘ ǎƻ Ƴŀƴȅ ŀƳŀȊƛƴƎ ŀǊǘƛǎǘǎΣ ŀƴŘ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ƛƴ ƎŜƴŜǊŀƭΦ 5ƻŎΩǎ ǘŀƭƪ Ƙighlighted a lot 
of important things that we as artists should prioritize when working with people in the industry namely, protecting your energyand knowing 
how to let your energy fill up a room. This resonated with me the most, because we all hear those scary stories about people getting in bad 
deals and in bad professional relationships because they didnt know any better. Personally understanding when to walk away from a 
professional relationship is key, regardless of who that person may be. I think is super important to touch one because alot of us are still so 
ƴŜǿΣ ǎƻ ǿŜ ƳƛƎƘǘ ǘƘƛƴƪ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ƳƛƎƘǘ ōŜ ƻƪŀȅ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƴŀƳŜ ƳǳǎƛŎ ŀƴŘ ǎǳŎŎŜǎǎΣ ǿƘŜƴ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ƛǘΩǎ ŘŜǎǘǊƻȅƛƴƎ ƻǳǊ ƳŜƴǘŀƭ ƘŜŀƭǘƘΦ

ωDenise and Doc spoke about getting yourself educated and understanding that we are constantly shedding new skin, learning andchanging 
with life experiences.Doc also spoke about a producers perspective on how to keep the artist orionalintegrity of a project when it comes to a 
collaboration of various parties. He said that giving the artist total control to hone the project is key and knowing when tostep back when its 
ǘƛƳŜΦ IŜ ǘƻǳŎƘŜŘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻŎŜǎǎ ƻŦ Ƙƻǿ ŀ ǎƻƴƎ ƛǎ ŎǊŜŀǘŜŘΣ Ƙƻǿ ƛǘ Ƴŀȅ ǎǘŀǊǘ ƻŦŦ ŀǎ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ŎƻǊƴȅ ƭƛƪŜ ŀ Ψ5ƻƭƭȅ tŀǊǘƻƴ ǎƻƴƎΩ then it turns into 
a completely different song in the end. Denise and Doc both said that your going to fall thousands of times. Sometimes you gotta take it to the 
chin and keep it pushing. Even if you end up with less money but more credit for a project, sometimes it is what it is. I thought that was the 
most real answer i could have gotten out of anybody.

ωThe main thing that stuck with me when I went home, is how welcomed I felt in that space. How okay it was to be myself and tear down the 
barriers of expectation and pressure to be perfect. I often put so many people pedestals when really they are human just likeus, they went 
ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƳŜ ǎǘǊǳƎƎƭŜ ƻŦ ǘǊȅƛƴƎ ǘƻ άƳŀƪŜ ƛǘέΣ ŀƴŘ ƛǘ ŀƭƭ ǎǘŀǊǘŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ŘǊŜŀƳ ŀƴŘ ŀ ǿƻǊƪ ŜǘƘƛŎ ǘƻ ōŀŎƪ ƛǘ ǳǇΦI hope to havemore events just 
like this - grateful is an understatement.

ωDoc is such a genuine person, humble and knowledgeable, willing to share his insights with all upcoming talent. I appreciate that he and his 
team created such a warm environment at the studio, it was like a celebration! I could easily see why so many talents feel comfortable 
collaborating with him and having him in charge of their production teams. Doc is an underrated genius  truly and I hope I can work with him 
in the future.
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Doc McKinney Attendee Feedback ï2

ωI really really loved it! I had really enjoyed reading about Doc's career before thevisit and it was wonderfulhow approachable he was. I'm 
kind of shy and "networking" events can feel scary and his graciousness really made learning as much as I could from him a lot easier. I loved 
seeing how the studio was set up and Doc did agreat job painting apicture of what differentstyles and scales of recording sessions could look 
like. He also presentedthe relationship between one's ego and creativeexchange in a reallythoughtful way and it really resonated with me!

ωI loved that some of the girls took advantage of the studio space to write something and sing together! It was so cool to hear what they had 

come up with and to hear Doc talk about other impromptu sessions and artists like Jessie Reyez who are really open in sharingtheir new 
creations. It was also the first time I was able to really chat with the other girls from Honey Jam and feel such a strong senseof community and 
support with them. We were learning more about each other and sharing professional resources and it was really lovely. 

ωMy biggest takeaway is you have to have the confidence and the backbone to stand up for your music, go up to strangers and industry people 
ŀƴŘ ƴƻǘ ōŜ ŀŦǊŀƛŘ ƻŦ ƎŜǘǘƛƴƎ άƴƻΩǎέI stayed a bit later to chat 1-on-1 with Doc and get advice for my upcoming LA trip in November-December 
and it was really awesome how down to earth and honest he is. Would love to record in that studio one day! The studio visit with Dom 
McKinney was extremely insightful and a lot of fun. It was great reconnecting with the rest of the girls and listening to Deniseask thorough 
ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴǎ ŀōƻǳǘ 5ƻŎΩǎ ŎŀǊŜŜǊΦ ²Ƙŀǘ L ŜƴƧƻȅŜŘ ǘƘŜ Ƴƻǎǘ ǿŀǎ ǿƘŜƴ 5ƻƳ ǿŜƴǘ ƛƴǘƻ ŘŜǇǘƘ ŀōƻǳǘ ǿƘȅ ƘŜ ŎƘƻƻǎŜǎ ŎŜǊǘŀƛƴ ŀǊǘƛǎǘǎ ǘƻ ǿƻrk with and 
finding a common ground in order to collaborate. He mentioned approaching his work similar to method acting in how he connects with his 
art. I appreciate his zen mindset and ability to trust the process. My biggest take away has to be when he advised us to do whatever we need to 
do to protect our energies intact but have enough to fill the room. At the end of our visit Malaika, Phoenix, Nefe & I all got to perform an 
impromptu concert for Doc that  had everyone singing along. Overall a great visit, thank you to Honey Jam for putting this together.

ωThis was a very lovely session to be a part of. Personally this was my favourite session because of the interactiveness, the information shared 
and the warm yet professional welcome into the venue from Honey Jam team. The talk we had with Doc Mckinney and Denise was also very 
valuable. Being able to have a firsthand encounter of the process of making music and the dynamics that comes into play was educational. The 
advices and tips shared during the session is also something that would be utilized gratefully.

ωIt was fantastic!Performing Wicked Games with the girls for Doc was a super cool opportunity!I liked how the beginning was set up like a 
interview/Q&A with Doc. I found that really informative. It was nice we also had the opportunity to ask Doc our own questionsaswell and 
have our own conversations with him afterwards. It was so cool getting to know him!  Touring the studio was great as we got to see all the 
equipment, hear some stories from Doc and take some vids/pics.
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Charmaine Artist Talk Covid, with the assistance of the Consulate General of 

Canada in Los Angeles, we were able to give an artist the opportunity to attend Grammy 

Week!  Along with the Award Ceremony, we visit the offices of Warner Chappell Music, 

attended a tribute to Women in Music, a SOCAN event and the artist, BlueWill, was also 

able to work with some producers.  Definitely one of those òbucket listó experiences!
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Fefe Dobson Artist Talk - Attendee Feedback

ωThis was one of my favourite talks youôve done.Fefe is so down to earth and she spoke a lot of relatable things about being in the 

industry. Loved it!

ÅThe talk was absolutely wonderful. Hearing Fefe talk about her experience growing up being bullied, being mixed race, not having 

a lot of money, I related really heavily to her story and It was really reassuring and informative to hear how she arrived where she is 

now, still in love with music and without being jaded. I think a lot of the girls in the program, myself included, have thought heavily 

about what it would mean to move our careers into the US and It was really interesting to learn that she feels very comfortable 

being a person of colour in Nashville and that for her the US is challenging in the best way. It was really cool hearing how she thinks 

about songwriting, specifically melody as something that is universal and subsequently takes a primary position in her writing 

process. Overall, the talk was really informative and her words really resonated with me.

ÅI want to thank you again for the amazing opportunity! This was another experience I'll never forget! The talk was so good! Not

only was she honest, but she was so humble and chill. It was nice getting to hear her speak about her experiences of getting 

started as a songwriter, to hanging out with prince, being Juno nominated and winning Socan song of the year! Fefe is truly an 

inspiration and a testament to staying true to yourself and doing what you love!  Thank you so much to the whole honey jam team 

for continuously creating opportunities to learn, grow, collaborate and perform! I went from playing ghost in my bedroom after 

school, to performing it for the artist herself! Thank you!

ÅWhen she spoke about not being jaded towards her back experiences in the music industry, that really resonated with me. Her 

advice on songwriting was very valuable. Her point of view really showed that music was her only path and she would do anything 

to fulfil her dream, despite the bureaucracy of the business, and that was very inspiring. Finally, the fact that she was very grateful 

for our performance was really special for me.

ÅIncredible experience!. A great example of a fierce, take no shit woman. I appreciated how genuine she was, she exuded Rockstar 

realness. I love how much she believes in herself and encouraged us to manifest our dreams too! Iôm very excited to listen toher 

upcoming project. I hope we can go visit her in Nashville one day.

ωFefewas very down to earth and vulnerable with what she shared with us. What has stuck with me from what she shared was that piece on 
not being jaded despite her having much reason to be jaded by her experiences in the industry. I'm encouraged by her posture andconfidence 
in herself and her journey. There were things she shared that I needed to hear.

ÅI really liked learning about her younger years and how she grew to stardom. I didn't know she started so young. Learning she 

went on tour with Justin Timberlake at only 18 really inspired me to keep going and to keep pursuing music.
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Charmaine Arti!
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I think publishing can be really confusing so hearing it broken down from someone like Vivian 
who is snowledgeable definitely helped me understand better.

{ƻƳŜ ƪŜȅ ǘŀƪŜŀǿŀȅǎ ŦƻǊ ƳŜ ǿƻǳƭŘ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ±ƛǾƛŀƴΩǎ ŀŘǾƛŎŜ ǘƻ ƳŀƪŜ ŀ ƴƻǘŜ ƻŦ ȅƻǳǊ {ƻŎŀƴ 
number and information ready for cowrites and emailing. I think this will be really beneficial for 
me as I co-write a lot.

Publishing 101- Attendee Feedback
ω I really enjoyed the workshop, I learned a lot from Vivian that I will definitely use in the future when co-writing, publishing my music, etc,
etc. Also learnteda lot from Rich Kidd re: publishing my stuff as a producer. I realized I didn't really understand what a publisher did, or how
MUCH a publisher did,and so having Vivian explain it in simple and straightforward terms was very beneficial!
ω Vivian spoke very openly and even with having taken a few publishing courses myself, I definitely learned a lot and refreshed the memory. 
My main take aways are to know the different types of publishing deals and what works for you as an artist, that registering songs 
with SOCAN works no matter where your co-writers are based in the world or what PRO they are with. Another take away for me was to always 
ŎƘŜŎƪ ƛƴ ǿƛǘƘ ǇǊƻŘǳŎŜǊǎ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀǊǘ ƻŦ ǿƻǊƪƛƴƎ ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊ ǘƻ ƳŀƪŜ ǎǳǊŜ ȅƻǳ ŀƎǊŜŜ ƻƴ ǎǇƭƛǘΩǎΦ
ω. This workshop was very helpful in making me aware of some ways to monetize my music, ways to make sure y our music is published
safely as well as the dynamic that comes in play when multiple musicians are involved in a song. 
ω I  think publishing can be really confusing so hearing it broken down from someone like Vivian who is so knowledgeable definitely helped me 
understand better.{ƻƳŜ ƪŜȅ ǘŀƪŜŀǿŀȅǎ ŦƻǊ ƳŜ ǿƻǳƭŘ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ±ƛǾƛŀƴΩǎ ŀŘǾƛŎŜ ǘƻ ƳŀƪŜ ŀ ƴƻǘŜ ƻŦ ȅƻǳǊ {ƻŎŀƴ ƴǳƳōŜǊ ŀƴŘ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛon ready 
for cowrites and emailing. I think this will be really beneficial for me as I co-write a lot. My favourite part of the workshopwas
the wide range of information she went over as well as everyone going around the room and getting a chance to ask a question.Since I am
looking for a producer I had some questions regarding master ownership and splits which I was able to ask.
ω My main takeaway was understanding that the money sent from distro is for the masters.  What I found refreshing about the way Vivian 
explained it was that it felt simple and to the point. A lot of music business professionals make royalties and rights sound complicated. Her 
explanations were easier to understand. It was also nice to have the producer perspective as well. Aside from that my favourite part was the 
approach you guys took to this. Explaining the basics and letting people ask specific questions based on personal scenarios. It gave us as the 
audience more to learn from each others pasts/present moments.
ω It was extremely informative. I really enjoyed it because not only did I get a proper understanding of the publishing side of my music, it also 
clarified my rights in regards to my business. I feel that i am very afraid of the business side of my music, but after the workshop  it was
almost like an awakening. Vivian kept it honest and straight to the point which is what I needed. in the middle of the session  I sent a text to
my team quoting Vivian "PAY the people for their JOB. Do NOT give up percentage in exchange for studio time or beats ETC. find away to pay
them. - ONLY IF they are adding new elements. NOT if you brought them a completed song and their just producing it. That means if the 
ƭȅǊƛŎǎ 5h bh¢ ŎƘŀƴƎŜΦ Lǘ ƛǎ млл҈ ¸h¦w{ΦέΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ƻƴŜ Ƙƛǘ ƘƻƳŜ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ǊŜŎŜƴǘƭȅ LΩǾŜ  gotten into a few situations where engineers and previous
managers wanted a percentage of my songs, when they were not involved in the drafting of the lyrics or producing the beat at all.  But
.ŜŎŀǳǎŜ L ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ƪƴƻǿ Ƴȅ ǎƘϝǘ  L ǘƘƻǳƎƘǘ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŀǎ ƴƻǊƳŀƭΦI feel a better sense of clarity and i feel that this session was perfectly timed.
It seems that all of the event before and after the concert were beautifully orchestrated, based on what was necessary for each step.
ω Getting to sit down and learn publishing with Vivian was great. Getting to ask questions in a small group setting was so beneficial. 
Understanding the different kinds of publishing deals, the different kinds of producer agreements and just understanding the importance of 
splits was very informative and great to hear. Having Rich Kid come by and explain things from a producer's perspective such as how to 
connect, how to buy beats, how splits work was amazing as well. As someone who self produces, I learned I've been extremely generous
with my splits. Lesson Learned!
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Charmaine Artist Talk Covid, with the assistance of the Consulate General of 

Canada in Los Angeles, we were able to give an artist the opportunity to attend Grammy 

Week!  Along with the Award Ceremony, we visit the offices of Warner Chappell Music, 

attended a tribute to Women in Music, a SOCAN event and the artist, BlueWill, was also 

able to work with some producers.  Definitely one of those òbucket listó experiences!
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Charmaine Artist Talk

ÅThe event was so great. Being able to hear from artists who are actually in the mix, signed to a label, and 
hustling to the top is so amazing. My favourite part about her talk was when she was explaining her come up. 
How she figured it out, and the mindset and attitude she had when she decided to take music seriously. One 
major thing i took away wass to be yourself, unapologetically. People are going to love you more when you 

ωare 100% yourself from the  beginning. I cant wait for more events like this!

ωShe was delightful and it was wonderful to meet her and hear more about her life/career.I enjoyed how it 
was set up as an interview with her publicist Chantilly asking questions and also sharing some of the behind 
ǘƘŜ ǎŎŜƴŜǎ ǇŜǊǎǇŜŎǘƛǾŜ ƻŦ ǿƘŀǘΩǎ ƛƴǾƻƭǾŜŘ ǿƻǊƪƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ ŀƴŘ ǇǊƻƳƻǘƛƴƎ /ƘŀǊƳŀƛƴŜ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ǾƛŜǿ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 
publicist ςspeaking on posting on social media, press interviews.  I found that really helpful and would always 
love to hear more about that.I appreciated having the opportunity to also ask our own questions and get to 
know her journey/experience and wisdom.

ωIt was really cool getting to hear how Charmaine started. Being born in another country and moving to 
Canada was not easy for her and her family but they made it work and she pushed through to pursue her 
dreams. She showed that perseverance and tenacity pay off in the long run. Not only was she incredibly 
humble but she was so real, and funny! We also got a treat as she performed the song that started it all for 
ƘŜǊ ŀƴŘ Ǝƻǘ ƘŜǊ ŘƛǎŎƻǾŜǊŜŘΗ L ŎŀƴΩǘ ǿŀƛǘ ǘƻ ǎŜŜ ƘŜǊ ǇŜǊŦƻǊƳ ƘŜǊ ŦƛǊǎǘ ƭƛǾŜ ǎƘƻǿΦ

ωThe event was amazing, the honey jam team did an amazing job all around - planning, coordinating and 
communicating - before, during and after the event. I truly appreciate the opportunity to meet and greet 

ωwith Charmaine - a black Canadian female artists - it was an incredibly inspiring as I could really see myself 

ωin her. Charmaine is such a personable artist.It was great to hear what it takes to go from emerging to 
professional in the music industry.
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Budweiser Stage Venue Tour and talk with LiveNationõs Erik 

Hoffman
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LiveNation Erik Hoffman Talk & Budweiser tour Feedback
ÅII had a really great time!. The tour guides did an amazing job answering questions, and when were standing on that stage it mademe realize 
Ƙƻǿ ǇƻǎǎƛōƭŜ ƛǘ ŀƭƭ ƛǎΦ L ŦŜƭǘ ŜȄǘǊŜƳŜƭȅ ŎƻƳŦƻǊǘŀōƭŜ ŀƴŘ ŦŜƭǘ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǘ ǿƻƴΩǘ ōŜ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǎǘ ǘƛƳŜ LΩƳ ǘƘŜǊŜΦ !ƭǎƻ ǎǳŎƘ ŀ ƭƻǾŜly room on the top of the 
restaurant to talk/eat in. Eric spoke very well- you can tell he still has a massive passion for emerging artists and the commǳƴƛǘȅ ƻŦ ¢ƻǊƻƴǘƻΩǎ 
music scene. Even though it was short and sweet I really appreciated his time and having us that day. 

ωIt felt like the true VIP experience. I was telling Ebonnie that I was breaking my head about how we got this opportunity, but I was quickly 
reminded that we are HONEY JAM lol.   Standing on that stage made the dream feel even closer. I have come a long way from singing in my 
bedroom and imagining being on stage but to get a small glimpse of the life of the people who are ACTUALLY doing it is insane.

ω9ǊƛƪΩǎ ǘŀƭƪ ǿŀǎ ǇŜǊŦŜŎǘ ŀǎ ƘŜ ƳŀŘŜ ǳǎ ŦŜŜƭ ǎƻ ǿŜƭŎƻƳŜŘ ŀƴŘ ŎƻƳŦƻǊǘŀōƭŜΦ IŜ ŀƭǎƻ ƪŜǇǘ ƛǘ ǊŜŀƭ ƻƴ Ƙƻǿ ǎƻƳŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻŎŜǎǎŜǎ ǿƻǊk when it comes 
to booking acts. All of it was unreal, its one of those things where you cant explain the experience to someone, you just hadto be there - very 
much like a great concert.What an opportunity of a life time, hopefully in the next few years i will be able to live the experience FORREAL as an 
opening or headlining act on the Budwiser stage. Erik and team were so amazing! hopefully we get more opportunities like thisagain.

ωIt was insightful. We got to see and learn about the inner workings of Budweiser stage and Live Nation and to learn from Erik Hoffman ςI 
appreciated his generosity and humility to patiently educate us.  I learned new information regarding artist promotion and live performances and 
more about how an emerging artist as myself can navigate the music industrybetter specifically when dealing with Live shows. Learning what it 
takes, to make it to where you want to be from the people who have the experience is invaluable.

ωI found it so inspiring being on that stage and imagining what it would be like to perform there. The whole experience of seeingbackstageand 
learning more about how the day of a big show is organized was super thrilling. Talking to Erik was super interesting, especially learning that he 
started off as a sound person and worked his way up through the ranks of Live Nation. Also, the way he spoke about emerging artists felt so 
encouraging. The whole experience kind of made some goals of mine feel so tangibleand that was really powerful.

ωLΩƳ ǎƻ ƎǊŀǘŜŦǳƭ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜ Ǝƻǘ ǘƘŜ ŎƘŀƴŎŜ ǘƻ Ǝƻ ōŜƘƛƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǎŎŜƴŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǿƛǘƴŜǎǎ ǘƘŜ ǘǊǳŜ ƭŀōƻǳǊ ǘƘŀǘ ƎƻŜǎ ƛƴǘƻ ǎŜǘǘƛƴƎ ǳǇ ŀ ŎƻƴŎŜǊt. Promoters, 
managers, technicians, artists all work hard and in harmony to make this industrysuccessful. It was so great hearing from the Live Nation CEO, an 
incredibly humble and knowledgeable man. Ethan was a great guide, his journey into the Industry was very relatable. Standing on the Budweiser 
stage was a bit of reality check, it reminded me that I have a lot to work on as an artist. The stage is a large space and thereΩǎ ŀ ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴŎŜ 
between singers, songwriters and entertainers. I assessed where I am today and what I want to be in the future. I Aim to one dayfill that stage 
and create a unique entertainment experience that is true to who I am as an artist.

ω.It was really cool getting to see the facilities I didn't even know were there such as the lounges. The staff was extremely friendly and 

welcoming.  Erik spoke about how live shows have changed since the pandemic, and how acts are chosen to perform at certain venues. 
Understanding the importance of an agent/booking manager for tours/live shows is key when trying to build your name as an emerging artist. 
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5 artists were given the opportunity to travel  for a 2-day whirlwind trip to the famed

Music City of Nashville  ïthe Mecca for songwriters for a chance to network with

industry reps and participate in a songwriting camp.  Activities consisted of:

. Brad Rempel singer/songwriter talk : Brad is one half of the Platinum selling, 

AC M & C M T Award nominated Warner / Atlantic duo High Valley.  In addition to writing

gold and platinum hits for his own band, Brad has had songs recorded by Granger Smith,

Dylan Scott, Trisha Yearwood, Brett Kissell, and many more.  He has won 5 Socan Country

Music Awards and has wr itte n the most played Canadian Country song 3 of the last 6 years.

Brad has 2 gold RIAA certified singles in the USA as well as 13 gold singles in Canada and 

4 platinum singles. His songs have been featured on the Today Show, Kelly & Ryan, Madden

17, ESPN, The Ranch and Heart of Dixie.

. Talk with Melissa Spillman, Freetown Music Group and VP, A&R Concord Music Publishing: Melissa is a champion of women and has 

over 17years of experience in country, pop and rock. Spillman started in management at Dreamcatcher Entertainment where she assisted in the management of country icon 

Kenny Rogers. That led to a 7 year stint in A&R at Capitol Nashville, developing and working with artists like Lady A, Luke Bryan, Little Big Town, Keith Urban, Eric Church and 

many more. In 2014, Spillman partnered with Grammy-winning producer Jay Joyce to establish Neon Cross Music, an artist development and publishing company. Four years 

with Neon Cross Music (a joint venture with Warner Chappell) yielded four major label artists, two number ones on country radio, multiple top ten hits and a multitude of critically-

acclaimed albums across all genres. Three years ago, Spillman founded her own company called FREETOWN Music Group. This company aimed to fill a  void in Nashville for 

artist development, writer and producer management, and A&R services. Spillman has guided FREETOWNôs creators to publishing deals with Hipgnosis Songs, Warner Chappell

and Universal Music Publishing, album and song production for Universal Music Group, Warner Brothers Records, Sony Music Nashville,  Industrial Records, FrtyFveRecords 

and more. Additionally,, FREETOWN launched a fictional western book with accompanying soundtrack by songwriter, producer and author Jeremy Spillman and is in 

consideration for TV and Film adaptation.  Spillman will begin her new role as VP, A&R at Concord Music Publishing in Nashvil le. Concord boasts an elite roster that includes 

multi-platinum writers Hillary Lindsey and Lori McKenna.  Since acquiring Downtown Music, Concord is now one of the top independent music companies in the world.

. Kate Malone songwriter/producer talk - Kate Malone is a Nashville -based Music Producer, with an extensive client list of pop, country, and
singer -songwriter artists. Kate has lots of experience in the music industry, complemented with a long -held belief in creating a safe space to
hatch ideas and bring them to life. Kate's dedication to her artists and their vision has earned her many repeat clients, and she is proud to be a 
member of Nashville's small group of top female music producers. Kate works with both independent and major label artists in th e US and UK.

. Gina Miller Entertainment One talk - While rising through the ranks of Entertainment One Nashville, Gina Miller has become a vocal advocate for 
equality, diversity and inclusion in Music City. Miller is also a co-founder and vp of the board of directors of Nashville Music Equality, which 

champions diversity, inclusion, equity and opportunities for minorities and underrepresented groups in the music business. The group, founded in 

response to the murder of George Floyd and the formation of #TheShowMustBePaused, ñThereôs still a lot of work that needs to be done. 

Changing mindsets is very hard. Itôs uncomfortable, itôs dirty, and it is not glamorous work.ò

. Anthem Entertainment visit with Gilles Goddard featuring a listening and critique session with artists' music: Gilles is Senior Vice President
of Publishing at Anthem. His career in the music business has been diverse as an award-winning writer, producer, artist, publisher, and record industry person.

. Songwriting Camp with local writers/producers & Black Music Museum Visit

http://www.facebook.com/photo.php?pid=2808737&id=654401084


2
0
1
0

NASHVILLE - Songwriting Camp

http://www.facebook.com/photo.php?pid=2808737&id=654401084
http://www.facebook.com/photo.php?pid=2808737&id=654401084
http://www.facebook.com/photo.php?pid=2808737&id=654401084
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NASHVILLE!
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Music Publishers Canadaôs ñWomen in the Studioò Programme 

is a national accelerator that offers a series of curated production-related 

opportunities and networking experiences to producer-songwriters, 

including interactive group webinars and tutorials.  The goals are to 

provide access to industry mentors; share tips & tools for building and

developing a professional profile, facilitate hands-on technical workshops 

and entrepreneurial training sessions, offer networking opportunities to broader their contact base of 

collaborators, potential employers & business partners, develop entrepreneurial business and soft skills and 

encourage community participation through volunteer activity.   

They debuted their ñCreate Canadaò co-writing mentorship program this year which pairs songwriters with 

mentor collaborators from within MPCòs membership. Three Honey Jam alums, Htbsle, Kelsey Vaz and Emily 

Schultz were invited for co-writes with producers from @artsandcraftsmusicpub @hyvetownmusic 

@warnerchappellca @cymbamusic @bravomusique with the goal of learning song camp preparedness tips 

and tools.

http://www.facebook.com/photo.php?pid=2808737&id=654401084
http://www.facebook.com/photo.php?pid=2808737&id=654401084
http://www.facebook.com/photo.php?pid=2808737&id=654401084
http://www.facebook.com/photo.php?pid=2808737&id=654401084
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Concert ï23 artists hailing from across Canada in a wide variety of genres took to the stage for 

dynamic performances of their original music at the legendary El Mocambo for a free livestreamed event

http://www.facebook.com/photo.php?pid=2808737&id=654401084
http://www.facebook.com/photo.php?pid=2808737&id=654401084

