
2024 YEAR IN REVIEW



Our cohort were able to attend over 20 events this season, including workshops on Management, Mental 
Wellness,  Publishing, Funding, Royalties, Producer Master Class, Vocal & Performance Coaching, Media Interview 
Skills, Perfecting your Pitch, Automony in the Studio, Income Streams for Emerging Artists, Contracts, Industry 
Mixers, Stadium Tour, Songwriting Camp, and more! 

Along with the programming, some additional highlights include:

ʎ For the first time we did a pop up audition in Montreal

ʎ CBC Music Filmed the concert for later broadcast on CBC Gem TV and Radio as YouTube channel

ʎ Our work was recognized by Billboard Canada at their Women in Music Industry Honours 

ʎ The new cohort of artists has an opportunity to perform at Warner Music, do tributes for Jully Black and Billboard 
Canada CEO Amanda Dorenberg at the Imagine Summit and for artist Leila Dey at the Honey Jam launch

Alum Highlights

ʎ Charmie co-wrote and performed on a track on Nelly Furtadoʇs 7 Album

ʎ Alum Ose was Top 5 in Slaight Musicʇs Itʇs Your Shot, winning an Artist Development deal worth $100,000 

ʎ Divine Lightbody co-wrote, arranged and sang background vocals on Tylaʇs single

ʎ Elyse Saunders won CMAʇs Female Artist of the Year Award

ʎ LU KALA opened for Cindy Lauper on the Toronto stop of her Farewell Tour at Scotiabank Theatre and also wrote a 
song with Katy Perry

ʎ Julia Gartha was chosen as a backup singer for Chappell Roan and was featured in her SNL performance

Å Summer Bennett won Indigenous Artist of the Year and was the top Teen winner of CBC Searchlight

Å Holly Clausius was given an opportunity to write a song with Serena Ryder and Hill Koukoutis

Å Kateryna Grace, Miss McLeod and Maudie Sonier won Sirius XM/Socan Young Songwriters Awards

Å Falana spoke on a panel and performed at Global Citizens/World Bank Economic Assembly in Abidjan, West Africa

Ebonnie Rowe

In the pages below youʇll see more details of our 2024 season, feedback from the artists, amazing alum successes, media 
coverage and more! As always, we are so thankful for all of our sponsors, our team and supporters who make this possible.

http://www.facebook.com/photo.php?pid=2808737&id=654401084


AUDITIONS ïwe did a pop up audition in Montreal as well as a live audition in Toronto. Artists from other 

provinces were able to submit online. The talent was incredible!
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ǒ I was fascinated by all the ways artists can earn money through CMRRA, especially the online music 

licensing and audiovisual post-synchronization licensing. It was informative to understand how  artists can 

get paid for their music being used in different ways. I also loved learning about how royalties are 

distributed and seeing the diagram of the way they ensure their artists get paid fairly for their hard work.

ǒ It was helpful in terms of introducing the organization and what they do. I felt comfortable asking questions 

and felt they were answered adequately. Everyone was very welcoming. 

ǒ It was an amazing experience! The presentation was excellent and the advice about CMRRA's role in 

representing the rights of songwriters was very informative, I found learning about the different layers of 

song rights very interesting and important knowledge for all songwriters to know. I really enjoyed learning 

about the administration behind a song and everything that goes into registering original works - I plan to 

join as a member of CMRRA to register my songs. Thank you so much for having us!

 

ǒ I found the CMRRA talk to be a really insightful and beneficial experience. Many of the inner workings of 

the industry, particularly regarding royalties and monetization, were uncovered, giving me valuable 

insights I wouldn't have otherwise had. I am grateful for the opportunity to attend and learn. From the 

moment I walked in, I felt welcomed and had no hesitation in participating and asking questions. One key 

takeaway was advice from the president, Paul Shaver: to stay resilient as an independent artist for as long 

as possible and to watch out for the "sharks" in the industry. His words were helpful and genuine, 

especially given his experience running his own company. Overall, I am humbled and grateful to have 

been part of this experience and am excited about the upcoming events we have in store.

PROGRAMMING ï CMRRA WORKSHOP ï The focus of this workshop was for artists to 
Learn about the role of a Collective Management Organization (CMO), breakdown of musical 
reproduction rights and review of the licensing and royalty collection processes,/aww!Ωǎ ǊƻƭŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 
musical landscape and how we assist music publishers and self-published songwriters with collecting 
royalties.  See their feedback below:



ǒ The CMRRA session was incredible - so informative!  They were talking about a part of the industry that I had 

never really thought about before. This was a bit more advanced for where I am with music but it was good 

information for the future. They answered some questions that I had about credit for collaborative projects. I 

made a checklist of things I need to do once I release a song - which avenues I need to go through to register 

them and such.  Loved this!

ǒ I found the event really useful with regards to figuring out where my money is going with any streams I get. It 

explained how I should enter my information for tracks in a much simpler way than Iôve usually been taught. I 

also feel more comfortable using CMRRAôs services than I did before. The whole room was filled with an all-

consuming female energy and leadership, which is new for me - even having been to school for music the last 

3 years. The presentation was really well done and my notes will be useful throughout my recording career. 

ǒ Great informative presentation with lots of applicable advice on how to claim music royalties and how to register an 

account with CMRRA. Discussion from the importance of tracking rights and ways to track music earnings to how to go 

back to claim previous years of pay if a work was unregistered. A big takeaway was the importance of the four pillars of 

music ownership, Masters, Reproduction, Performance, and Neighbouring rights. The different organizations to sign up 

for such as CMRRA, SOCAN, Re:Sound, Soundexchange, SOPROQ, etc. They also went over how every song has 

songwriters and publishers which can range from 1 - 22 ownership splits and how everyone who independently releases 

music is their own publisher. The last big takeaway is its best to plan ahead of releases to get all the meta data collected 

and stay organized with song registration, keep a paper trail of songwriting sessions. A reminder that this information 

takes a while to all set it and it's good to have a refresher.

ǒ  Nice flow between presentation and questions. Welcoming environment, provided snacks and drinks for everyone. 

Familiar faces like SageLee and Denise D'eon there and meeting Alexa from membership and Angela of HR. The 

president, Paul Shaver came near the end of the session to speak about his background in the music industry as well as 

Andrea and Marianne to help answer questions and provide resources and expertise. Very kind and warm people that 

encouraged asking any questions and provided a lot of important information. It felt like a very supportive environment 

and good to be in person at such an important industry office.

ǒ



ǒ What an amazing experience! This session really connected with me and I learned so much 

important information about how to plan out a strong song release. Learning about the techniques 

for building a social media presence, online community and fan base was so helpful and informative. 

Marketing is so key for planning a successful release and this talk was superb in covering all 

aspects and offering incredible advice. I felt really inspired and I felt the supportive energy in the 

room, the advice from the mentors was excellent. They all spoke so well! So grateful for the 

opportunity to attend this amazing event and I'll definitely be putting the guidance and advice I 

learned into practice with my Marketing and Social Media. 

ǒ I learned a lot more about scheduling content releases to make posting on social media, or 

uploading music less overwhelming. I was glad to get insight about what business personnel in the 

music industry are looking for; in terms of song splits, personal image, submissions and other 

valuable information.   The panelists were forthcoming when answering questions, and I liked how 

up front they were. The panellists were charismatic and friendly. Overall, I learned from every 

panelist in different ways, and all of their vibes were great.  It was a great experience.

ǒ It was incredibly beneficial, especially since I was planning to release a single later that month. It 

was reassuring to find out that I was already following most of the advice they provided, but I also 

picked up some valuable tips that I can apply to future releases.

PROGRAMMING ï RELEASING MUSIC 101 - discussing the 101 of releasing music 

quality mix/master,- artist profile,- marketing plan,- artwork, videos, distribution,- radio,- joining a 
performing rights agency as independent artists as well as the Leadup from Record Label Side. 
what to pitch to DSPés, when to lean into publicity, radio,. how to build a story thatfeels authentic 
and real to get people to pay attention.



ǒ I learned so much from this session. I got a lot of reminders about promoting myself and the 

importance of just starting. Choosing to put myself out there, even if it is uncomfortable. It's 

all about consistency and resilience, which I need to build up in myself. The entire talk felt 

very personal and specific to me and where I am in my journey. I should have asked for a 

step-by-step tutorial on what to do once I finished with a song, specifically regarding 

registering it. My favourite panellist was Domanique because she spoke about anxiety and 

betting on yourself in the industry. We had a good conversation after the panel as well about 

building resilience and doing the difficult thing while scared. Her advice was genuinely useful 

and moved beyond the platitudes that are usually fed to anxious artists. I was able to network 

with some other attendees as well.   Loved the event overall. 

ǒ Learned that content is super super important, sometimes even more than publications. 

Consistency and  preparation is key. Releasing music is a process that requires work on the 

front and back end. So preparing for the releases are even more important than the releases 

themselves.  What resonated with me most is that you have to be intentional about your own 

foundation so when people want to invest, they can begin just elevate what you already 

have.

ǒ All the topics I had questions on were discussed and panellists insights  felt very current and 

relevant to my own needs.  It was very insightful and inspiring in a way that felt like it was 

digestible. I appreciated how specific everything was while still feeling manageable to 

consume.



ǒ It was great! I really enjoyed this amazing presentation.. Karen and Keyshaôs interview was very engaging and to learn 

more about her story and experience in the industry was really interesting. I learned great advice and tips on how to 

navigate an interview and control the narrative with grace and preparation. Learning about how to create a strong Bio 

and share the story behind your musical journey is important information that is very helpful when preparing for future 

interviews. This presentation was great in helping to provide an overview of what to expect in an interview, how to 

prepare for it and it provided excellent advice and feedback to help strengthen our interview skills. 

T

ǒ It was very informative.   I learned how to pitch myself to publications and when it makes sense to pay for a publicist. 

Overall, they focused a lot on emphasizing your personal brand, and being clear about who you are, so that your 

interviews are more human.   All the important were emphasized. Show up early and prepared, only speak about what 

you know. They also helped me understand what questions I may be asked, and how to prepare. Lots of rehearsing in 

the mirror/talking to yourself and practicing how you'd respond. I liked that our autonomy was highlighted as well. We 

don't have to answer anything we don't want to, and we can redirect/steer the interview in the way we want. 

ǒ Seeing Keysha Freshh speak of  her experiences with publicity was a good experience, because she spoke about 

having restraint while she spoke in order to control possibly controversial topics or discussions.. I have learned from 

both of them that being composed and prepared with summaries when necessary, and keeping up interesting topics of 

conversation should feel completely natural. Many of the questions asked were pertaining to how to stay composed, or 

how to interact when asked unfavorable questions, but they pushed that there are ways to keep the flow of a 

conversation going, when the answers to questions are truly authentic. 

ǒ The workshop was fantastic, its so awesome to be receiving knowledge and guidance from industry professionals it 

really helps me as I move forward in my career knowing what is best when it comes to media representation.  We 

learned about things that are good to incorporate, things that don't look so good, and situations to be prepared for.  As 

an artist we can't predict how we are going to be showcased in the media but what we can do is help guide the story to 

best fit what we need to promote.

PROGRAMMING ï MEDIA INTERVIEW SKILLS -  to help artists better understand, 

communicate and work with media to gain exposure for their music . Through anecdotes, real-life examples 

and mock interviews, they learned how to pitch media, conduct interviews, and communicate their story.  

They also received  advice on the doôs and donôts from putting together a press kit to how best to answer 

questions.  



ǒ It was cool to see the stage from behind and to get to go on it. The feeling of being up there 

was motivating and inspiring.  Erik and Mark  spoke about the importance of standing out 

as an upcoming in the industry. We learned what music professions and scouts expected 

from artists, as well as the steps to take in order to increase potential performance 

opportunities at Budweiser Stage and other stadiums alike. I am also glad to know details 

about the property which I would like to utilize in the future, for events and performance & 

development. They gave us a lot of information about the venue; like the total average 

rental costs, production processes, seating sections, weather security, amenities and 

sponsors. I appreciated learning from them, as Erik spoke more on building valuable 

business connections and Erik spoke about how to market and promote oneself. Adrian, the 

general manager,  our tour guide answered questions fully and clearly, and the tour was 

pretty detailed. He spoke about popular artists and how different people may request 

different accommodations, requiring additions from local production organizers.I enjoyed 

spending time with the other Honey Jam ladies, hearing different perspectives. I had fun 

and I was engaged with the group throughout the day. 

ǒ The entire LiveNation Budweiser stage experience was definitely surreal to say the least. 

Being able to tour the grounds of a place where many talented artists alike have previously 

stepped foot opened my eyes and made me realize that this was all the more real. Having 

the opportunity to even speak with and hear the owner of LiveNation as well as have him 

give us advice was definitely something that I am grateful and proud that I was able to be 

apart of. This experience has for sure been one of my highlighted moments thus far, and I 

look forward to seeing what this journey with the HoneyJam Fam has in store for the future.

PROGRAMMING ï BUDWEISER TOUR & TALK 



ǒ I absolutely loved the tour! It was fascinating to see the behind-

the-scenes process involved in a major performance. Also, 

imagining myself as an artist who might one day perform there 

was incredibly inspiring. I also thoroughly enjoyed the talk with 

the head of Live Nation and Russel. Their insights were 

extremely informative and helped me better understand the 

business side of performing. It was great to have my questions 

answered and gain a clearer perspective on how the industry 

operates.

ǒ It was amazing! Such a great experience to learn about 

Budweiser Stage and to meet with Live Nation. I also enjoyed 

the Tour - it was so cool to see the behind the scenes and to 

learn more about all that goes into booking and organizing a 

concert/show at such a historic and big Venue.

  

ǒ I loved the Budweiser stage tour! It was incredible for my manifestation, especially when we were on the stage. We learned 

a lot about what is required to run a show of that size (crew, equipment, time, money). The part that was especially helpful for

me was hearing what is required for openers. We were taught ways to stand out for consideration as an opener. I was reminded 

of how important it is to show up and perform even when you think no one is watching, Erik emphasized this. I never knew that

openers could be called on such incredibly short notice (which was great info to have). The tour was an incredible opportunity, 

and I was excited to have been there

BUDWEISER TOUR & TALK 



ǒ What a Night! Leila Dey is Incredible and it was an absolute pleasure to meet her and hear 

her share her story in the Artist talk. I love her! The interview was fantastic.   Also, it was an 

honour to be perform one of Leila's songs "Place for you" with my fellow Honey Jam Artists. 

Huge Thank you to Honey Jam for this beautiful memory that I'll always remember with 

joy.I'm very grateful to be part of this year's Cohort. Thank you!

ǒ It was truly an unforgettable experience, finally meeting this year's talented artists in person. 

Being surrounded by such a vibrant community of musicians and industry professionals was 

incredibly inspiring and humbling. The highlight for me was performing Leila Deyôs song. 

The artist talk was equally enriching; I found Leila's insights on social media particularly 

eye-opening. Her encouragement to post consistently resonated deeply with me, despite 

the challenges it presents. Leila's authenticity and relatability were refreshing. Her genuine 

responses to questions reinforced my determination to expand my online presence. 

Attending the launch in person provided a clearer picture of the programôs emphasis on 

women supporting women in musicða concept Iôm eager to embrace and contribute to. Iôm 

excited about the growth and learning ahead with my peers, and I canôt wait to see what the 

future holds! 

PROGRAMMING ï LAUNCH & ARTIST TALK ï we were excited to introduce 

the 2024 cohort, talk about our plans for the year and give them the oppor-

tunity to network with media and industry reps as well as to participate in the 

artist talk & Q&A, hear from one of our artist alums about her journey in the 

industry 



ǒ I really enjoyed the artist talk with Leila Dey and Iôm glad to know that she is a Honey Jam 

alumni, because I am able to put my possibilities into perspective. It makes me eager to see 

what I could do with my future. Hopefully I will get to experience some of the opportunities that 

she has; like touring, working globally, and speaking at these types of events that help to 

motivate other upcoming artists. Singing one of her songs was a great feeling, as paying tribute 

to people who pave the way has always been something I pride myself on. The people who 

have the confidence to share themselves with others give me a boost of confidence too. Iôm 

also glad that she said a sense of community was an important part of being in Honey Jam, 

because I am rooting for every single artist in the cohort, and I know they will do great things. 

Everyone is so passionate and expressive about everything. I feel motivated. There was time 

before the launch started to network  and it was great to meet industry professionals who are 

willing to help and are within arms reach. I am blessed to have been in this space, with such 

great energy. I canôt wait to see more and meet more enlightening people along the way. 

ǒ My takeaways from Leila were that itôs ok if it takes time to get where Iôm going and the best 

thing I can do is stay ready. I asked a question about building her team for going on tour and 

she said aside from her management it was important to her to have someone there to 

document the experience like a videographer. I learned from the talk that her approach to 

growing her career seems to be consistency and professionalism. 



ǒ I found this event to be really interesting and encouraging in terms of artist development. Being a newcomer to the music 

industry I found having that support especially monetarily to have control over my creative process would be quite 

difficult, considering how much of an investment it is to create quality projects. Going to factor showed me that there is a 

whole world of people and programs put in place for women like myself to find that support through their various juried 

grant programs. Learning about where factor started in comparison to where it is today was greatly inspiring as well 

because it showed me how far the industry has even come. Moving forward, I am excited to sign up and try out these 

different programs as I feel they could be quite beneficial to my experience entering the music and entertainment 

industry.

ǒ The factor session was a lot of fun. I felt in tune and interested throughout the entire presentation. Grants are something 

I'm very interested in however very uncomfortable with because of the process of doing paperwork and hitting all the 

requirements. I'm unfamiliar with the grant formatting or the type of language used. I was able to ask a lot of questions but

I have so many more. My greatest hope was that the session might be more hands on, more tangibly applicable, but it 

was similar to the CMRRA session where it was introductory to what FACTOR is and what they have available. I was 

interested to see how much I learned, so I checked back at notes I had already created in my research of FACTOR 

through the website and online videos. 

ǒ This meeting was fantastic, very informative and helpful to learn about how Factor supports Artists in Canada, and to 

learn about Grantwriting and Opportunities available to Artists to apply for funding to support the production of music. 

Also, learning about what makes for a strong application was very helpful - to submit a clear plan with goals that are 

reachable. Learning about Grants is important information that I believe can help break down barriers for Artists - offering 

them the support to create amazing projects and contribute to the Canadian Music industry.

ǒ The Factor session was very informative. Iôve had to apply to grants before in the past, but hearing tips and tricks from 

someone who works there was very insightful. I also really enjoyed the speaker, sheôs very passionate about the work 

she does there and in return makes me passionate about my future applications! 

PROGRAMMING ï FACTOR Info Session ï gave the artists an opportunity to get 

in depth information about grants and grantwriting tips.



ǒ I loved the Factor session! Before this session, I had no clue that I could qualify for 

Factor grants, even though I'm just starting out. Emma had such an incredible 

energy from the moment we met her, she was so genuine and excited to see us 

win. Her advice about finding someone good with bookkeeping and finance was 

invaluable (I'm absolutely horrible with money). Because of her emphasis on this 

skill, I decided to sign up for a finance and bookkeeping course. She gave very 

concrete next steps and showed me opportunities to look forward to in the future. 

This session also sparked conversations with other members of the program, and 

helped me identify the questions that I had. This was an incredible session and I 

would love to attend next year if offered! 

ǒ Factor was great - I really enjoyed the speaker, I learned a lot of new information I 

didnôt already know. It motivated me to get back into writing grants or atleast find 

someone to help me! 

ǒ I really enjoyed the Factor workshop. It was great to learn and read up on all of the 

different grants that Factor Canada has to offer. I feel like every question we asked 

was answered in an educational way. My only critique would be that it wouldôve 

been a cool idea if we were all ordered to bring our laptops/iPads so that we can all 

create a factor account together in real time and look through the Factor Canada 

page together to see exactly what the grant applications look like because I know 

from experience that it can be a bit confusing sometimes on the website!

PROGRAMMING ï FACTOR Info Session



ǒ Warner was great! I love that it was a mix of a few things. Panel discussion, mixer, performance and tour! I had a great 

time - Thank you so much. I learned about the difference of a record deal with a label and a distribution deal. I also 

learned that labels are also open to working with smaller artists as they are willing to help build smaller artists up, as 

well as consistency is key.

ǒ The Warner panel and mixer was very informative. It was really great to see what the inside of a label looks like in 

person. Also very inspirational for navigating our futureôs as signed artists. The panelists did an amazing job giving us 

advice & precautionary measures for what we should vs should not be doing. It was really well planned out & 

executed.

ǒ The Warner Tour was a great experience. I got to learn about the ins and outs of a music company that I have only 

heard about or seen in the media. I had met industry professionals who had given me valuable advice on what kinds 

of things to send stream professionals and label representatives, plus I saw how the corporation runs from the inside 

out.   I spoke with the panellists after the event, and I was inspired by their passion for the development of artists like 

myself. They mentioned the significance of an artistôs persona and how imperative it is to keep a balance between 

how one may want to be portrayed by the public versus music executives. I sometimes struggle with knowing how to 

portray myself authentically through my business side and while out in public through my persona; so this was a great 

reminder.   Also they stated  that social media and personal interaction with supporters is the best way to keep 

peopleôs attention. I am also glad that they mentioned not to give up on a vision, because it is possible to gain traction 

at different times when select genres start trending. I have hope that even if I do not receive the attention I deserve 

now, I soon will because algorithms and mass attention often shift.

ǒ What an amazing opportunity to visit Warner Music Canada and have the chance to connect and network with them. I 

learned about distribution deals, how to plan a successful song release and create a strong community/fanbase on 

social media -- the advice and guidance provided in the panel offered very helpful tips that I will use to help me plan 

out my future song releases. Thank you so much Warner Music for having us and taking the time to support Honey 

Jam! Also after working hard coordinating and arranging rehearsals, I was very proud of the girls for doing such a 

great job with the performance of Honey. Thank you to Warner Music for having us! 

PROGRAMMING ï TOUR AND PANEL @ WARNER MUSIC 



ǒ This event was incredibly insightful and valuable. I gained a deeper understanding of the differences between a distribution deal and a record 

label deal, and I realized that a distribution deal might actually be a better fit for me. Touring the office and networking with the panelists and 

other industry professionals was an amazing experience. Overall, it was a very productive and rewarding day.

ǒ The Warner visit was really fun. Iôm glad we got to see a tour of the space, especially since itôs quite new too. I really enjoyed the speakers, 

they gave us some great advice and I was glad to talk to them afterwards as well.

ǒ Overall the Warner visit was such a pleasant experience and opportunity to showcase a little of my talents alongside the other honeyjam 

girls. The panel was so helpful in explaining the inner workings of a label like Warner, and I was able to pick up many helpful tips on how to 

potentially start up conversation with members of their team. 

ǒ The Warner visit was very interesting! The conversations were about contracts that artists can sign with the label. I learned how to stand out 

to A&Rs, and what I need to work on (socials, consistency). The tour of the space was also great! Each room had such a calm energy and 

seemed like an incredible environment for artists. 

PROGRAMMING ï TOUR AND PANEL @ WARNER MUSIC 



ǒ The panel discussion was interesting because I learned about why/when management is necessary. I've 

been trying to figure out what my next steps are after the show, so it was helpful to learn how I need to 

prepare before seeking management. 

ǒ I learned a lot about the different income streams for artists and all about Artist Management. It provided 

helpful advice for self-managed artists and I learned about several programs, resources and grants 

available for songwriters and artists to support their development.

ǒ Panelist discussed artist development and work ethic, knowing when the time is right for a manager, the 

qualities to look for in a manager such as values and experience,  the importance of having a manager that 

believes in your craft,  knowing each others limits within a manager and artist relationship.

ǒ  A great question was asked relating to what to do when a label record asks to hear an artist's demos. 

Laurie and Phoenix had opposing views about this because of their personal experience but both had 

mentioned trusting your gut.

ǒ  Some of the takeaways for me were:

           -You can be discovered as an artist by creating buzz or being recommended within your networks

           - The importance of utilizing different avenues of revenue as an artist

           - knowing what market you are catering to as an artist and having a manager that can help connect you

             further within that market

           - attributes to look for within a manager / having something to manage is key

           - The importance of emailing people in the industry goes a long way because people check their emails

             often. Follow up emails help as well and make sure the first email that is sent is short and to the point.

PROGRAMMING ï MANAGEMENT & INCOME STREAMS 

FOR EMERGING ARTISTS 



ǒ The Mentor Cafe was great, one of my favourite panel discussions thus far. The discussion with the managers/artists was super insightful 
and helped me gain clarity on what it means to be ready for a manager in this industry. The snacks and speed networking session 
afterwards was incredible too, it's a great way to get to have genuine conversations with people in the room, and pushes you to have 
conversations that need to be had for our development.

ǒ My experience at the mentorship cafe was very informational. I went in looking for information and advice about how to perform in 
different countries and festivals. Phoenixôs advice on recording live sets was a new thing Im now considering. for my debut single Iôm 
planning to drop Ricardo, gave me some great tips about the beat I have and how to recreate it. I definitely learned a lot from Ricardo but 
I overall received A lot of advice for my single from all the mentors. Thank you for the event I had a blast!
 

ǒ One of my favorite events, Loved both the panel and the mentor cafe. Very grateful for the opportunity to connect with Industry Reps and 
have conversations to help support our artistry and provide advice on managing the business and marketing side of planning a successful 
song release plan. 

ǒ This event was an incredible opportunity to connect one-on-one with individuals I might not have otherwise met. I received valuable 
advice, and I was able to form lasting relationships with the mentors and industry professionals there. It was an enriching experience that 
Iôll carry with me moving forward!

ǒ The mentor cafe was probably my favourite workshop so far just because it was really informative and cool to listen to the speakers talk 
about what they do, how they do it and what advice they have for us in the industry. I really enjoyed the one on one chats afterwards as 
well. I received some really good advice and connected with people that I feel like I can now go to for guidance

ǒ I really enjoyed the mentor cafe as I got an insight on how to collect royalties and the multiple streams of income I can access if I am 
exposed to the right information. It was very insightful talking to the mentors and getting their advice and opinions on the roll out and pay 
out for my upcoming single and project. Overall, I really enjoyed this event! 

ǒ I LOVED the mentor cafe! I was very nervous at first but all the people I spoke to were incredibly supportive and sweet. I felt like I clicked 
with everyone and learned a lot.   During the mentor cafe, I learnedé

ƺ To take my time with my music/image/artistry and to not feel rushed 
ƺ To take advantage of my time in university to meet people and make art (school resources)
ƺ Exactly where to register my music once I release. 
ƺ To go to open mics as often as possible to practice performing. Reminded me that music/creating is a skill to be 

honed/practiced. 
I got quite a few contacts which I am so thankful for.  Because of where I was sitting, I didn't really get the chance to meet many new 
people but instead had deeper conversations with people I'd met at past panels/events.  Such an incredible event and I'm excited to 
see what these connections become!

 

PROGRAMMING ï MENTOR CAFE 



ǒ At the workshop with Elaine, she helped me to understand how to feel more comfortable when performing and 

she fed me with both reflective and praiseful feedback. She showed all of the Honey Jam members who could 

attend how they could personally and individually improve, and she used her experience to reassure us that we 

have the potential to be great. She event send us a file with vocal workouts and warmups, some Iôve never 

heard before, as additional help.

ǒ Elaine mentioned how it is beneficial as a musician to listen to multiple genres, and this spoke to me, as I grew 

up hearing a variety of music and enjoying watching the evolution of different kinds of musicians. I feel that 

seeing talented performers with a multitude of bravery, whether they make music that is deemed traditional or 

unorthodox, has given me the courage to do what I do today. Iôve always said that I would like to enjoy creating 

music of different genres and I feel even more inspired now.

One of the people that I have grown to love throughout the years after being educated about his music is Ray 

Charles, whom Elaine mentioned she worked with. She performed óGeorgiaô for us, and I was wonderfully 

blown away. I saw how she used the techniques that she mentioned to us, and realized how well they work 

when applied. I feel even more satisfied with having her as a teacher, because I have seen how she sings from 

the heart and how her methods just amplified her expression of passion. 

ǒ Was super wonderful,  Such a beautiful studio it was an honour being within it and getting to have a lesson in 

such a beautiful environment, I think it all made us feel really focused as it wasn't an average location to be 

learning in.  I liked how interactive it was, and how we all got to go up and get pointers.  I really enjoyed this 

session, also getting a sneak peak at everyones performances for the concert was really cool too!

ǒ Elaine was great! Studio was beautiful  Learned a lot about warming up, getting in the zone ! 

PROGRAMMING ï vocal & performance Master Class



ǒ Beautiful event, gorgeous venue, great opportunities for networking with industry reps 

and musicians. I am so honored and grateful to be part of the Honey Jam family and 

Thank you Ebonnie for creating a space for us, a family, a sisterhood, a community. I 

admire you so much for your incredible work uplifting and supporting female artists.

ǒ I had a lot of fun at the industry mixer.   It was super fun to meet new people and 

reconnect with delegates that Iôve met back on the East Coast through other events. I 

thought it was a great venue  and opportunity to just chat with people in the industry 

and see how everyone is connected in the music scene in the city.

ǒ I really enjoyed the industry mixer, I met so many other artists and alums. The 

atmosphere was very social and it made it much more fun to be in! 

PROGRAMMING ï  INDUSTRY MIXER   - This was an extension of our 

annual mentor café ï this time in a social mix & mingle setting with more time to 

connect with industry professionals ï managers, lawyers, funding agencies, 

publishers, music media, label reps, musicians and more!



ǒ I had a great time at the mixer. This experience allowed for me to connect with 

so many talented people forming what I soon hope to be great artistic 

relationships. 

ǒ The industry mixer was a huge success for me in terms of networking, I met so 

many great people in the industry - singers, song writers, journalists and more. It 

was a great opportunity for creatives in the city to come together and find 

opportunities to collaborate. 

ǒ Industry mixer was great.   Loved the rooftop venue, and the overall vibe was 

really nice.  I liked that we had our names on name tags to make it easy to 

identify who was who.  I really enjoyed the live performance portion and getting 

us outside of our comfort zones, I know how important it is as an artist to always 

be ready to perform and execute.

INDUSTRY MIXER



ǒ    

ǒ We received a lot of imformation to empower ourselves as artists.  During the discussion we leared about 

copyright, sound recording splits between songwriter and producer, reproduction, public performance royalties, 

collecting royalties on our behalf from grant Socan, CMRRA Re:Sound.  We also spoke about SOPROQ, 

Soundexchange for American rights and ISRC code for every song released.

ǒ Great Session! This was one of my favorite events, the discussion was very helpful in addressing all the areas we are 

seeking help with -- and connecting us to contacts, resources and organizations to help show us ways to access the 

support we are looking for. This was a very effective and engaging conversation -- the advice and guidance was really 

helpful. I took lots of notes and I really appreciate them answering my questions and providing helpful advice to help 

support our artist journey. Thank you so much Music Canada for having us! 

ǒ They all gave us different and useful perspectives on the essential tools to use within the industry. They seemed to 

personalize the business side of music in a way where I see the business side as less of a chore, and instead as habits 

that should be done regularly in order to grow as a musician.

ǒ They communicated that as an artist, it may be important to have uncomfortable conversions or make uneasy decisions in 

order to protect oneself, or for a desired outcome. This brought back memories of how I felt being around certain people in 

the industry, and even times when there were friends that I had to have hard conversations with, so it was a great 

reminder not to be afraid or feel guilty about having my best interests in mind.

ǒ I had got a lot of notes on the companies that I should be aligned with in order to be paid for my music and performances, 

which made me even more excited for the final Honey Jam concert and every other performance after that. I love being an 

artist, and I have always felt blessed for being compensated for something I do best, so learning more ways to do that 

feels relieving because I have struggled to find them on my own. 

ǒ This workshop was very informative and interesting, as I got perspectives of musicians, a journalist and members of Music 

Canada, who understand the ins and outs of the business and work to empower artists like us.

PROGRAMMING ï  MUSIC ROYALTIES & LICENSING INFO SESSION



ǒ The Mental Wellness workshop was very much needed. I had to learn some tips on how to carry myself with more love and 

less shame about my bad habits. I believe I get into a cycle where I feel bad about doing something and then do more of 

the thing to self-medicate, but the panelists TOBi and Shully gave insight on how to be mindful and set aside actions that 

may not allow me to be the best artistic professional I can be in given moments. I have come to understand that 

compartmentalizing parts of myself is not inauthentic, but instead is how to keep oneself from burn-out or recklessness. 

ǒ  It was an honor to meet TOBi, whose music I discovered and have loved since 2020, because some of his songs have 

somewhat influenced the soul I put into my sound. Especially during the COVID lockdown, where I felt very emotionally 

vulnerable. Him leading the discussion on mental health felt personal and I plan to apply his advice to myself when I am out 

networking or in potentially tempting scenarios. He spoke of an app that he uses to declutter his thoughts, the CBT 

Thought Diary, which I have downloaded and plan to use whenever I feel the need. Shully was so very kind, and even told 

me to reach out to her if I had more questions, which I did, as this mental health journey never truly ends. 

ǒ Based on what I learned at the panel, I plan to focus more of my pain and passion into my creativity instead of feeding into 

my self-depreciation. I need to use my intelligence to cultivate my music business and learn to separate the fun from what 

is necessary to do.

I also learned about how to better network with people who are at a similar level than me business wise: TOBi suggested 

that finding students in music business internship programs who would appreciate some experience would serve well as 

temporary managers, if asked. That is just an example of the ónetworking acrossô recommendations that made a lot of 

sense to me.

I gained a lot of insight and reminders during this workshop, and I am happy that I attended because I felt very grounded 

and seen as an artist who struggles with mental illness.

ǒ The mental health workshop was interesting! The two presenters were very open and made the space comfortable. 

They emphasized the importance of boundaries, and working within your limits. I learned a lot when they were speaking 

about their approach to helping those around them who struggle with addiction. Ultimately, you can only do what they 

wish/ask you to doðunderstanding that their wishes come first. This talk also inspired me to take more time to 

meditate/journal as I have been slacking on that practice. This panel was a good reminder of how to care for myself and 

others. 

PROGRAMMING ï  MENTAL WELLNESS



ǒ I found the CMI workshop very helpful and informative. It was great to have a bit of a 

presentation, combined with time to actually practice and refine our pitch, and I thought this 

format worked out well. It's also great to hear that along with the paid AE program there are 

also free tools and ways CMI is there to help support artists. Overall, a great visit. Thanks 

again for organizing this.

ǒ Great conversation! Thank you for teaching us more about the art of pitching and developing 

your brand as an Artist.  The skill of pitching is essential for self-managed artists, and this 

meeting was very helpful in building our skills in this regard. In this workshop, we learned 

about how to market yourself and pitch an idea/or your brand as an Artist effectively to other 

managers/industry reps.   Great info and advice which I will definitely use for networking 

events and building connections within the industry. Great workshop. 

ǒ The perfect pitch workshop was very helpful! During the mentor panel, I struggled with 

explaining who I was quickly, and after this workshop, I left with a really good response 

prepared. I loved the interactive/hands-on approach to this event.   It was another panel that 

had me thinking about my plans after the show. 

PROGRAMMING ï  PERFECTING YOUR PITCH ï Artists learned how to 

formulate an ñelevator pitchò, a short targeted introduction to a potential industry 

partner by first being clear about the ask, what help they need, the value the 

potential parner provides and the value they have to offer.  We also learned 

about CMI and had a tour of their offices.



ǒ This workshop was super insightful. It was great to hear from someone Toronto-based who has made the 

Nashville jump and all her experiences along the way. 

ǒ It felt great getting some publishing advice from someone who is known professionally as a great publisher 

and artist. I love to hear what others have experienced, as to how they grew into their profession, and it 

was good to know that it is never too late to learn the things that could benefit our creative careers.

ǒ  Vivian did a great job at explaining how publishing is broken up and distributed, plus she was adamant 

that we all get publishing companies in order to keep our money as close to us as possible if we do not 

wish to sign with someone else at the moment. I find this very helpful, as artists do things like open their 

own labels and publishing companies for that exact reason, and to ensure that they have less clauses to 

work around. 

ǒ  Hearing from Karen about exactly how some publishing deals and splits happen as an artist in the industry 

is something that makes me feel reassured about how Iôve been carrying myself as a fair individual 

working in the industry. She made points about charging fairly based on the value of the work, sharing 

acknowledgment when someone provides an idea, and how publishing deals may be presented. She 

spoke on her perspective as an independent artist as well as an artist signed with Sony; getting both 

perspectives allows me to weigh what options I feel are best for me at this point in my career, as well as in 

the long run. 

ǒ This was a great panel discussion as publishing has always really confused me, so to have a discussion 

solely on publishing was great, as I learned how important it is especially to have knowledge and 

understanding on it to ensure we don't get scammed in the future by not being knowledgeable on the topic. 

Both speakers were great, it was really awesome having the knowledge from both the publisher and artist 

side. 

PROGRAMMING ï  PUBLISHING 101



o     It was my first time taking part in a songwriting camp like this and the whole experience was 

great!. Some strong demos were produced and I am looking forward to finishing them with the artists 

on the track. I  made plenty of connections -- from finding artists to collaborate with, to songwriter, 

producers, engineers, and mentors, the whole weekend was a great opportunity to network, and I 

know each relationship I've gained will prove useful towards my artistry/songwriting and career. I 

enjoyed when the producers were featuring songs in different genres from AMAPIANO to West coast 

R&B, and funk R & B. 

  

  

PROGRAMMING ï  SONGWRITING CAMP ï We took over one of the rooms in one 

of Canadaôs largest songwriting camps featuring over 100 participants.  There were several 

rooms for different genres of music and artists had the freedom to move around.  CAMP 

Counselors acted as a liaison between the engineer/producer and everyone in the room, 

helping with integrating ideas from people in the rooms, song structure, and developing 

lyrics.  As artists went from room to room they end up seeing how they can be a part of a 

song, with the first 30min of each session dedicated to ideating ideas. Songwriters had the 

option to "pick their own adventure" vibe.  It was a great opportunity for artists at any level of 

experience to help them grow as artists with an unconventional learning experience.



o   Jess the HJ engineer was amazing and the artists that came together in that room were super 

talented and fantastic to work with. I also made it into some different rooms from afrobeat to jazz and 

hiphop, I'm glad that even when there wasn't enough space on a song to lay down a verse, artists 

asked me to hop on the background vocals for them. While it was amazing to meet and work with new 

artists, I was also so happy to songwrite with fellow honey jam alums.

o  It was great that the rooms had a dedicated mentor who would check in/guide the session to make 

sure everyone is getting the most out of the experience - challenging us to push ourselves further and 

encouraging everyone to get on the mic. A 10/10 experience!

o   I'm so grateful for the experience and the amazing people I met.  My goal was to challenge myself 

to experiment with different genres of music and work on my writing skills as well as collaborate with 

other artists and learn from them.(i went into pop, r&b, house, hip-hop and indie rooms + recorded on 8 

songs).  It was great connecting with all of the artists and mentors.  I had great sessions with the 

producers and will be continuing to work with some of them when I return to Montreal.  I surprised

myself by having a huge interest in house music when I got in the room of the producer Noel with 

whom I will also do another session to create a new song.  The live jam room was fantastic, I got to 

jam and vibe with talented musicians and singers.   The open mic after-party was cool too. I had the 

chance to perform my latest single and gain visibility.  Overall, I gained a lot of visibility, made some 

new friendships and music connections, worked a lot on my creativity and HAD SO MUCH FUN.
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The 2024 Honey Jam concert was a huge success!

The show took place on August 29, 2024 at TD Music Hall 

to a packed house of 400 who came out to support and 

enjoy!

20 new artists hailing from Prince Edward Island, 

Saskatchewan, Vancouver, Alberta, Quebec, and Ontario 

in the genres of hip hop, pop, folk, jazz, country, rnb as 

well as 8 alums performing in tribute segments.

We received great media, audience and industry support 

for the event and the artists had an incredible 

experience.
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